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Legalize weed?
1,200 Central students say “yes”
BY PETER OʼCAIN

News Senior Reporter

Three Mary Jane minded Central students met outside the SURC on April 20
just before 4:20 p.m. to rally and solicit
signatures for Initiative 1149, which aims
to end criminal penalties for adults in possession of marijuana. The spirit of the
unofficial holiday must have been burning elsewhere as the three were underwhelmed by the turnout.
“The plan was to do a march. I understand why attendance is low. These kids
have a career to look after,” said Brian
Grimmer, senior history and sociology
major. “But we have their signatures and
that’s what counts.”
Grimmer said they collected 1,200 signatures on campus and around 100 off
campus. Initiative 1149, also known as
the Marijuana Reform Act, would eliminate penalties for growing, possessing,
transporting, selling or using marijuana.
Grimmer, along with David Owens,
senior music major, and Michael Ibarra,
senior Spanish major, were representing
sensiblewashington.org. They had been
collecting signatures since 10:30 a.m. on
the SURC patio until they were asked by a
SURC employee to move to the sidewalk
after Grimmer checked out a bullhorn.
The bullhorn stayed turned off and
instead, the three took turns calling out to
passing students to sign the petition. Owens also played tunes on his ukulele.
“I like to call it a blue-kulele because I
play the blues on it,” Owens said.
Students had to be registered voters
to sign the petition. But if they weren’t
registered, Owens had voter registration
forms available for them to fill out. Grimmer, Owens and Ibarra believe that many

who don’t sign the petition don’t because
of fear, not because they disagreed with
the Marijuana Reform Act.
“Some people are afraid that if they
one day run for a government job that it’ll
come back to hurt them,” Grimmer said.
But many others weren’t afraid.
“Just because if they do legalize it,
it will be better for the U.S. to keep the
money here, instead of just going out to
other countries,” said Jose Guzman, freshman law and justice major who signed the
petition.
Grimmer broke his L4 vertebrae in a
motorcycle accident just outside of Tucson, Ariz. in the late 1980s and uses marijuana to medicate.
“I’ve been addicted to Vicodin and
Valium and I’m afraid of going back,”
Grimmer said. “The whole aspect of
saying cannabis is not medicine is ridiculous.”
Owens believes the issue is also about
principle.
“I should have the opportunity to put
what I want in my body. I’m lookin’ for
liberty. I’m lookin’ for freedom,” Owens
said. “We should be able to get high if
we’re not hurting anyone.”
Grimmer, who is known by many
around campus as “Marijuana Man”
and bears a striking resemblance to “The
Dude,” is upset with the way Central handles marijuana use.
“If they’re going to enforce cannabis
prohibition on campus then they should
have that same attitude with alcohol,”
Grimmer said.
Grimmer said that since he came to
Central in the fall, he’s seen three students busted for marijuana possession and
subsequently lose their financial aid. According to the Higher Education Act of
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NEED THE VOTES A student signs Initiative 1149, the Marijuana Reform Act
outside the Japanese Garden on April 20.

1965, eligibility for financial aid becomes
suspended if a student is convicted for
the sale of or possession of drugs while
receiving federal student aid. Students

may regain eligibility if they pass two unannounced drug tests.
There are no alcohol related amendments in the Higher Education Act.
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