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Student Speaks Out
ASCWU-BOD removes Edwardo 
Morfin from Council of Probity
BY PETER O’CAIN

Staff Reporter

The controversy sparked by the Col-
lege Republicans’ March 1 ICE, ICE 
BABY party is still burning. Edwardo 
Morfin, senior law and justice major, is 
the student keeping the ember aglow.

Prior to the party, Morfin held a posi-
tion on the Council of  Probity, which is 
essentially Central’s student version of  a 
supreme court.  Morfin was offended by 
many of  the comments on the College 
Republicans’ Facebook page pertaining 
to game ideas.

Comments included, “Can we play 
‘take the baby from the parents?,” “I think 
a piñata is in order” and “Maybe Seal the 
Border Monopoly.” 

“All I said was the comments that you 
put up on your Facebook page are inflam-
matory,” Morfin said.  “And I don’t think 
that you guys are going about this the 
right way.”

Morfin was removed from the Council 
of  Probity by the Associated Students of  
Central Washington University Board of  
Directors (BOD) on March 14.

In the official letter sent to Morfin, the 
BOD cited the BOD’s constitution and 
by-laws, which state that it has the power 
to remove people it appoints.   

They also reasoned that Council of  
Probity officers should “be of  a passive 

nature and not actively seeking matters to 
rule on for the purpose of  guiding policy 
and activity.”

“It was for showing, I guess in their 
opinion, a bias,” Morfin said.  “My bias 
was against racism.” 

Morfin replied with a letter of  his own 
citing the BOD constitution and by-laws 
that states that the Council of  Probity 
shall consist of  five members and terms 
officially end on the last Tuesday of  spring 
quarter.

However, according to former BOD 
Executive Vice President Chris Goehner, 
who was active at the time that Morfin 
was removed, Morfin posted remarks on 
the BOD Facebook page that called for 
the BOD to take action against the Col-
lege Republicans.  

While the BOD doesn’t deal with dis-
putes regarding clubs and organizations, 
the Council of  Probity does.  

“He’s on the Council of  Probity and 
has a prior bias of  what’s going on,” 
Goehner said. “It doesn’t make sense.” 

Another factor that could contrib-
ute to the case against Morfin is RCW 
42.52.020, which states that no state offi-
cer may have an interest that is “in conflict 
with the proper discharge of  the state of-
ficer’s or state employee’s official duties.”

Morfin said that he offered to remove 
himself  from any proceedings that the 
Council of  Probity might have with the 

College of  Republicans.
“The only problem with that is that 

you can recuse yourself  but you still are 
gonna have influence,” Goehner said.  

Goehner also said that Morfin did not 
offer to recuse himself  from proceedings 
prior to making any comments or state-
ments.

Morfin also believes it is hypocritical of  
the BOD to remove him from the Coun-
cil of  Probity for speaking out against 
the College Republicans’ party, but not 
remove Houston Hamilton.  Hamilton 
serves on the Council of  Probity, is a 
member of  the College Republicans and 
was present at the party.

“Should he really be accused of  guilty 
by association?” Goehner said. “I don’t 
think so.” 

Morfin said he believes that instead 
of  removing Hamilton, the BOD should 
have left him on the Council of  Probity to 
ensure balance.  

Morfin also believes that the BOD was 
trying to form a Council of  Probity with 
views similar to the College Republicans’.  
At the time, the BOD had two officers 
who were members of  the College Re-
publicans: Paul Stayback, vice president 
for academic affairs and Trevor Bevier, 
vice president for clubs and organizations.  
Morfin also believes that Goehner was a 
College Republican “sympathizer.”

“At best, what they did was insensitive 
and it was censorship,” Morfin said.  “At 
worst, it was racist and discriminatory.” 

In a similar censorship vein, The Ob-
server obtained a letter written by Mor-
fin to President James Gaudino stating 
that “CWU’s College Republicans’ club 
status be revoked if  they continue along 
this path of  intolerance and that future 
events should not be granted funding un-

less those events are first approved by the 
CWU Diversity Education Center.”

As for the claims of  racism:
“If  I’m racist, how am I the campaign 

manager for Vanessa Vargas who’s run-
ning for president and is Hispanic... If  I’m 
racist then how did I treat Iraqi patients?”   
he said, referring to his service in the Iraq 
war.  

Other members of  the BOD were 
reached for comment but declined due to 
an ongoing investigation by the Office for 
Equal Opportunity.

CENSORED  Edwardo Morfin feels he 
was unjustly removed from his position 
for speaking out. 
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include glaucoma, crohn’s disease, hepa-
titis C, anorexia, chronic pain, seizures, 
cramping, appetite loss or muscle spasms.

“At least 26 students have medical 
marijuana cards,” Grimmer said. “We are 
beginning to have a small minority and 
we have a right to be represented. Parents 

who legally smoke 
medical marijuana 
have to deal with 
Child Protective 
Services just be-
cause of  the mari-
juana, which isn’t 
right.”

The issue of  
medical marijuana 
has been present 
in Washington for 
many years. The 

law was first put into effect on Dec. 3, 
1998. One of  the main issues is about 
state rights. 

While the Constitution gives states the 
power to make their own laws they must 
also follow federal law. As of  now, the fed-
eral law defines marijuana as a schedule 
one narcotic, which places it in the same 
category as opium, ecstasy and morphine.

BY JEREMY VIMISLIK

Staff Reporter

Leading into Wildcat Shop Director 
Steve Wenger’s back office, deep through 
a labyrinth of  rooms, he demonstrates 
the power of  the system. Worthy of  a Las 
Vegas casino, the system can monitor up 
to 24 cameras at once. On his desk sits a 
thick $210 accounting book that was re-
covered from a shoplifter in March. 

The Wildcat Shop recently underwent 
a renovation to its security system. Stu-
dents may not have noticed, but the 32 
new cameras on the ceiling definitely no-
ticed them. 

The cameras have been fully opera-
tional since March 1 and, despite the 
warning signs posted around the store, 
have led to the arrest of  10 thieves so far. 

“If  someone steals from us, they’re go-
ing to get caught,” Wenger said. 

The cameras cost about $1,000 a 
piece and the total cost came to roughly 
$35,000, Wenger said.

The new cameras feature motion-acti-
vated and low-light HD viewing of  every 
square inch of  the store’s floor. They re-
cord a time-stamped video on to a backup 
system where they are saved for about a 
month and then erased. All of  the footage 
is fully admissable in court, he said.

If  additional cameras are added in the 
future, Wenger said all that is needed is 
more backup storage. 

Even when merchandise displays need 
to be moved or racks updated to keep 
the store fresh, the cameras have over 80 
points around the store where they can be 
moved to keep a better lens on shoppers 
and potential thieves. 

When the Wildcat Shop opened with 
the SURC four-and-a-half  years ago, the 
plan was to have cameras installed, but as 

time passed, it became harder and harder 
to find the money. 

“When you reduce theft, you reduce 
prices on products,” Wenger said.

It was a good investment for the store. 
According to Wenger, most stores this 

size have a surveillance system in place, 
and they felt they needed to be current. 
He estimates that there were five to 10 
thefts per week that were taking place in 
the store and that number has definitely 
decreased since the cameras have been 
up. 

During fall quarter, seven cameras 
were put up as a test for the system. Sev-
eral thefts were witnessed by the cameras 
in that test period. 

“It was evident that something was 
truly needed,” Wenger said.  

The robust system can hook up to 

an indefinite amount of  cameras, which 
lends to some interesting prospects for 
Central. First, if  an emergency such as a 
fire, school shooter, or hostage situation 
arises, university police can gain access 
to the cameras using the laptops in their 
vehicles, or from any other computer con-
nected to the Internet. 

Secondly, if  the school can find the 
money to do so, these cameras can be 
expanded all over campus, including the 
SURC’s dining areas, Recreation Cen-
ter and the Sarah Spurgeon Art Gallery,   
which already has four cameras and hopes 
to tie into the Wildcat Shop’s system.

Before the cameras were installed, the 
staff  would find stashed items or wrap-
pers and torn packaging, but couldn’t do 
anything about it. Now, Wenger said, they 
can just check the camera log. 

The most common stolen items are 
books, earbud headphones and USB 
thumbdrives.

Some brazen thieves have gone so far 
as to steal books and sell them in bulk at 
buyback prices at Jerroll’s, or buy items 
and then argue that they did not make the 
purchase. 

Cashier Supervisor Heather Siobhan, 
who has worked at the Wildcat Shop 
for four years, has seen some interesting 
things: a shoplifter wearing a snow parka 
in 72-degree weather, a shopper buying 
athletic shorts only to return them after 
hitting the gym with them, a backpack full 
of  wrappers where thieves were stashing 
their trash before leaving the store with 
merchandise.

“Shady looking people, walking away 
from staff  and acting sketchy” is what 
Siobhan said she looks for the most. 

It seems to work, as Siobhan said she 
has caught four shoplifters out of  the 17 
labeled with metallic star stickers on the 
staff  sheet in the back of  the shop. Next to 
the list are pictures of  shoppers who have 
been identified as thieves so that they can 
be identified in the future. 

Siobhan said she believes she has 
spooked numerous would-be shoplifters 
with a smile and customer service greet-
ing after observing their odd behavior. 

After being caught, shoplifters are 
given no leniency by Wenger and the uni-
versity police. Offenders are prosecuted to 
the highest degree of  the law and are then 
banned from entering the Wildcat Shop. 

Under RCW 4.24.230, shoplifting is a 
gross misdemeanor and charges include 
the price of  the item, plus a fine rang-
ing between $100-$650, along with any 
and all court fees accrued by both par-
ties. If  they enter the store again, they are 
charged with criminal trespassing.  

CWU Wildcat Shop cracks down on thieves
New surveillance system monitors shoppers after recent theft increase

“Yes, it is not only unethical 
but morally wrong and it hap-
pens a lot.”

Christopher Martindale
Junior
Law and Justice/ Sociology 
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UNDER SURVEILLANCE  Cameras cover the screen of the monitor in the sur-
veillance room as shoppers in the Wildcat Shop are watched.
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