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CWU staff deserves bargaining before layoffs, not being blindsided
BY DARCY WYTKO | Editor-in-Chief

Leslee Caul is losing her job, and she may lose
her home.
In an e-mail, she said that on April 27 administration representatives smiled and shook her hand
as they honored her with a certificate and pin in
recognition of her 15 years of service to Central
Washington University.
On Friday she was notified that her position as
director for marketing and development for the
theater department would be eliminated effective
June 30.
Leslee constitutes a single income household.
She says that with no other job options here in Ellensburg, she is losing her home.
She encouraged other staff to attend the staff
layoff protest yesterday, saying “Don’t go to this
rally for me. Go for yourselves. And never believe
that you are the ‘safe’ ones.”
Leslee is not alone. A handful of employees
have confirmed that they have either been laid off
or that their hours are being cut.
It’s easy to watch the evening news or pick up a

paper and read headlines about nationwide unemployment rates, job cuts and the budget crisis. It’s
hard to remember that behind every single one of
those numbers is a person.

“It’s easy ... to pick up a paper
and read headlines about nationwide unemployment rates, job
cuts and the budget crisis.
It’s hard to remember that
behind every single one of those
numbers is a person.”
I spoke with Angela Wedekind, the CWU chapter president of the Public School Employees of
Washington, on the phone yesterday. She said the
chapter has roughly 150 members, many of whom
are in secretarial positions.
Wedekind mentioned several secretaries who
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were laid off, including a single mother of three.
Wedekind said the actions the administration
has taken aren’t fair.
“Our voices have not been heard,” Wedekind
said. “We offered the college a reasonable solution,
but they wouldn’t bargain with us.”
According to Wedekind, the group was scheduled to attend a bargaining session with Human
Resources last Tuesday. They were planning to
propose that everyone take smaller furloughs so
that no one would have to lose their jobs. Yet when
they arrived, they were told that there would be no
bargaining. The layoffs were happening.
“The cuts should have been fair,” Wedekind
said. “The college hasn’t presented us a plan.”
The least the university administration could
do is have the decency to bargain with its employees. Employees who have served the university for
decades, like Leslee, deserve better.

Dear Editor,
I was a bit disturbed at the beginning of the luau to see the
whole roasted pig at the entrance; being an American who leans
toward vegetarianism I don’t like to be reminded that we’re eating dead animals. However, I could accept this because I know
that a whole roasted pig is part of the tradition. I paused at the
entrance to say a prayer for the welfare of the pig’s spirit.
What REALLY disturbed me, though, was to see at the end of
the luau that the pig was still there, untouched! If we’re going to
kill an animal we can at least have the decency to eat him!
I saw the grill set up outside the SURC so I knew we were
roasting a pig, and I saw pork being served. I’ve been to luaus
before, and other special occasions where a whole animal was
roasted and served, so I was prepared for this. I know that humans are naturally omnivores, and communally sharing the meat
of an animal that has been sacrificed for the benefit of the community is an important part of many cultures. But when I saw the
pig still whole and untouched at the end I was horrified! I suspect
that the spirits were offended also.
Was that the pig that we roasted? Or was it, as someone suggested, a replica of a roasted pig, intended only for display? If it
was a real roasted pig, what was served at the luau? And what
was done with the meat of the untouched pig? After sitting out
all afternoon it may not have been fit to eat; was it wasted? This
would be very wrong in view of all the people who are hungry,
and in view of the pig’s sacrifice.
Someone else suggested that maybe the meat was carefully removed from the carcass, then the carcass stuffed with straw and
sewn up again to appear whole. But what would be the point of
that? It would only make it appear that the meat was wasted and
the animal’s spirit was dishonored. Usually at events I’ve been
to where a whole roasted animal is served, everyone can see the
bones at the end; everyone knows what was given so that we
could live.
I hope that was a replica and not a real pig. At any rate, I feel
that it was in very poor taste (pun intended) to display a whole
roasted pig - replica or not - at the end of the event.

Joni Pinkney, Math Instructor
Dear Readers,
The Observer welcomes brief letters (300 words or less) from readers on current issues. Please include your full name and university afﬁliation: year and major, degree
and year graduated, or staff position and department. To be printed in the following
weekʼs issue, please e-mail your letters to cwuobserveropinion@gmail.com by 5 p.m.
Monday. The Observer reserves the right to edit for style and length. Anonymous
letters will not be considered.
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